
Global 
Sustainability 



Group’s discussion

• How positive or negative do we all feel 
about Global Sustainability?

• How do we see our role in the world with 
regard to global sustainability



SL Major Concept

• Broad liberal arts education in the full range 
and depth of sustainability issues

• Gaining the skills to enter 
• the ‘green’ arena



Wall of knowledge



Unified Field Chart



Manifesto



Word 
Cloud



Vision Mission Goals Objectives



Tracks and 
Courses 
in Relation to 
Learning 
Objectives



Policy Track

• What is an SL track?
• Main courses

– Global Sustainability
– Policy for Food Security
– Energy Policy for Sustainability
– How to Influence Policy



What is Policy?

• Origins of policy – power and public trust
• Policy is a set principles, goals and decisions to achieve 

specific outcomes
• Policy is often extremely powerful
• Some policy tools: speeches and documents, fiscal 

measures, education, marketing, leading by example, 
technology transfer or protection, diplomacy, covert 
operations, war.

• The publicly stated objective of policy may be very 
different from the true objective.



Careers in Policy



Generalist

• A person with a wide array of knowledge, the opposite 
of which is a specialist. 

• Key skills: Common sense; reading, writing, listening 
and speaking skills 

I keep six honest serving-men;
They taught me all I knew.
Their names are What? and Why? and When? 
And How? and Where? and Who? 



Generalists: Getting the Big Picture



Defining Global Sustainability

Global sustainability is humanity living 
happily, in abundance and in harmony with 
the ecosphere, bringing mutual enrichment 
and evolution to all in this generation and 
all future generations.



Group Work
•Defining Global Sustainability

•What are the challenges?



Wholeness of the course
This course studies the big picture as to what should be 
done to transform the current unsustainable trends in 
population, land and wildlife depletion, climate change, 
energy sourcing and usage, the built environment, 
agriculture and food, economic exploitation, militarism, 
etc. We study the shifts in collective consciousness, mind-
sets and political processes that are needed to take us from 
regarding our fellow humans and the ecosphere as 
expendable resources to treasuring them as entities with 
which we must live in harmony for mutual enrichment and 
evolution. 



Commanding Facts

• Information is one of the key ingredients for 
change. 

• Information in the form of hard facts is powerful 
as it shows that your opinion is grounded in 
reality. 

• When you can quote well-targeted facts it is 
helpful, persuasive and impressive. 

• Lester Brown fills his book with pertinent facts, 
and it is one of Plan B’s strengths.



Fact File and Test

• As part of the course, students will compile a fact 
file. Pick out 2 or more favorite facts from each 
chapter, type them up in a separate file and learn 
them. You can also use facts taken from your 
other research.

• Towards the end of the course we’ll have a closed 
book test on this, which will simply be to write out 
your 12 favorite facts from the course. 



How to State Facts

• USELESS: Europe is going to reduce its 
climate impact by 20%

• USEFUL: The European Union has set a 
target to reduce CO2 emissions 20% by 
2020 relative to 1990 levels.

• Think TIME and other UNITS



Course Practicalities

• Christmas
• Course fee $20 by end of Wednesday
• Group meditation
• Grading
• Late completion
• Course Moodle



Assignments

• See Moodle Assignment page
• Tonight’s assignment – read chapter one 

and main points


